
Visual and Performing Arts Track 
Fall 2020 

Fulfill requirements and take exciting electives in Fashion, Design, Theatre, Film Studies, 
Drawing, Graphic Design and more by taking virtual classes from a wide variety of our 
international partners - with more countries and universities announced soon!  

Popular courses to choose from include: 

● Art Fundamentals - Theory and Practice
● Advanced Acting - Scene Study
● Ceramics and Well-being
● Creative Industries - London
● Cultural Photography
● Diverse Voices in Theatre
● Fashion Brand Management
● Florence Sketchbook - Beginning
● Fundamentals of Playwriting
● Graphic Design
● History of Italian Fashion
● Screenwriting
● Social Media for Fashion
● Visual Communication for Fashion
● Voice for Performance

Remember, this is just a small sample of the virtual courses available—talk with an API advisor 
or browse the links at the end of this document for more options!  

POPULAR COURSES 

Advanced Acting at FSU London: This course will focus on modern and contemporary texts. 
We will work online, sometimes in our scene groups of just 2-3 actors, and sometimes with the 
whole company present. When we ‘meet’ we will work in a practical way as actors do in 
rehearsal, often using improvisation exercises, to look at how to bring a text to life. We will 
navigate each scene and unpack it, to examine exactly what happens and why. Incorporating 
the teachings of Uta Hagen and Mike Alfreds, especially when it comes to actions and 
obstacles, we will learn how to affect the other characters to achieve our objectives from 
moment to moment. There will be homework between sessions, based on interrogating 
character choices and extracting as much information as possible from what the writer has 
given us. The aim is to empower the actor to make choices spontaneously and truthfully, based 



on a forensic understanding of the text. 

Art Fundamentals, Theory and Practice at Universidad Veritas: This is course is designed for the 
beginner to help the student find personal meaning in works of art and develop a better 
understanding of the nature and validity of art as visual and space language (line, shape, 
volume, light, space, time, motion, color, and texture). This means that you will learn about the 
essentials of art through experience and experimentation. Through determination and an open 
mind, you will increase your creativity and discover more interesting ways to understand and 
judge the visual arts. Emphasis is on the diversity of form and content in artwork. With 
willingness to work and an open mind, your experiences in this class will be memorable in a 
positive way. Upon completion, students should understand the basics of art materials used 
and have a basic overview of the history of art and how art represents its society, especially, 
Latin American culture. Students will learn what art history from different cultures looks like and 
what it represents through the diverse visual culture conventions and the ability to discuss the 
relationship of cultures to their art. Besides, learning the different ways art is used for 
representation of objects, spaces, ideas, and emotions.  

Ceramics and Well-being at LdM Florence: This course is suitable for students who do not have 
any experience with clay or have only basic knowledge of hand-building and wheel-throwing 
with clay. Students will be instructed in a wide range of concepts and practices. They will gain 
an outlet for creative expression, and, also, improve their well-being. The tactile experiences 
involved in the process, the focus on the creative process, the reconnection of the body to the 
earth, will be among the crucial tools of this course. Special attention will be given to the 
correct, and healthy, positions for the spine, hands, fingers, and wrist. Students will receive 
technical information about clay and firing, and at the end of the course, they will be able to 
decorate their objects with slips and glazes. 

Creative Industries - London at University of the Arts London: With a focus on disruptive 
design, media and screen industries it is ideal for students joining degrees in media 
communications, photography, advertising, PR, graphic design, information and interaction 
design, film, animation and games. Media and culture are not just about making meaning: they 
are also about making money. This course explores the consequences of the industrialisation of 
media and culture. We will look at the nature of work in the creative industries, and at the way 
that political decisions about ownership and funding influence the culture that we consume. 
We will consider the rights and wrongs of copyright, the rise of amateur cultural production, 
and the way that advertising and branding industries have shaped the culture at large. The 
ideas explored during the course will be illustrated by case studies looking at the music, 
television and promotional industries. The course combines theory and practice. You will be 
taught through lectures and seminars, and also practical workshops in photography, 
video-making and blogging. The ideas and skills you develop in these workshops will be used 
to produce a multimedia blog about “Creative London,” which will form part of the assessment 
for the course. 

Cultural Photography at Universidad Veritas: The basic functions of a camera are studied in 

https://downloads.apiabroad.com/syllabi/Global%20Select%20Program/ART%202100%20%20%20ART%20FUNDAMENTALS.pdf
https://downloads.apiabroad.com/syllabi/Virtual%20Veritas/PHOT%202130%20Cultural%20Photo%202018.pdf


order to have an efficient control when taking a photograph in any scenario,  emphasizing on 
the topics related to cultural heritage, both material and immaterial. In addition, students 
analyze photography from a comprehensive perspective, beyond the ocularcentric range with 
which photography had been studied in the past, by means of exercises willing to increase 
their ability to recognize what surrounds them using other senses (smell, touch, taste and 
auditory). This is an elective course, its nature is theoretical and practical and responds 
according to the professional profile to the following question: How to capture an image in a 
social context that achieves, in addition to documenting a fact, eliciting an emotional reaction 
in the viewer?  

Diverse Voices in Theatre at FSU London: Using the key elements of drama, we will dissect, 
discuss and begin to understand how theatre was, and is, used as a cultural space for creatives 
in the UK and the role that race and gender plays within these fields. A key part of the course 
will be asking the students to interrogate and develop their own practical process in relation to 
the stories they want to tell. We will also explore the similarities and differences of the writers 
writing from within their subject positions, and interrogating divergences if and where they may 
occur and whether these divergences suggest new ways of thinking about identity. The course 
will also interrogate the concept of marginality itself. The course will be taught as a 
combination of practical script development, reading, writing, debates, lectures, group online 
theatre viewings, student-led presentations and online contributions by working theatre 
professionals.     

Fashion Brand Management at University of the Arts London: In this course you will gain an 
understanding of the principles and practices behind luxury brand management including 
economic management, sustainable production and distribution channels of a brand. This 
course is aimed at aspiring fashion entrepreneurs who dream of starting or managing a luxury 
fashion brand and want an overview of the development, planning, marketing and 
management involved. Gaining a comprehensive understanding of the current global luxury 
brand climate and how it is moving forward is key to this course. You will research trends, gain 
an understanding of sustainability, trend forecasting, while considering: who is the luxury 
consumer? Through a combination of lectures, discussions and workshops you will gain 
knowledge of the techniques needed to develop, produce and market an ethical and 
sustainable luxury product. 

Florence Sketchbook at LdM Florence: In this course students develop observation skills, and 
drawing and watercolor skills in a novel way. Students will keep a series of sketchbooks that will 
turn into finished drawing projects. After an initial training in fundamental drawing techniques 
for pencil, pen and other media, the course is dedicated principally to sketching outdoors in 
the city and environs. Students will work at representing a variety of subjects, including the 
human form, architecture, and landscape. Exploiting the advantages of the site, students will 
explore historical monuments, the vibrant street life of Florence, formal gardens, outdoor 
sculptures and squares that are the components of the outstanding and entrancing artistic 
heritage of medieval and Renaissance Florence. Students will encounter works of art that in the 
past engaged with the same topic, or similar ones. They will learn how to efficiently capture 
impressions by drawing in various media at various rates and scales, keep annotations, ideas, 
sketches, analyze artwork in a journal, and develop personal interests. 



Fundamentals of Playwriting at FSU London: This class is a practical exploration of the craft of 
writing for the stage.  It emphasizes form and the mastery of form in order to empower the 
writer to turn imagination into a unique and satisfying work to present to an audience. 
Students will write their own short dramas. We will define, discuss and explore the playwright’s 
tools - an understanding of space, the actor, the story and the unique properties of live 
performance.  We will examine in detail the principles of dramatic storytelling:  structure, the 
management of time and space, character, subtext, scene construction, etc.  Through lectures, 
readings of plays, and exercises, we will begin to find our voices.  Students will have their 
scenes read aloud in class, and participate in the feedback process by which a writer grows to 
better understand their own work and that of others.   

Graphic Design at LdM Florence: This course gives students a theoretical and practical 
introduction to graphic design in the era of digital communication. Students follow a program 
based on practical applications, realized entirely using computer graphic techniques. The 
constant search for the harmony of shapes, colors, and words goes together with the learning 
of the most modern digital graphic techniques. During the course, bidimensional vector 
graphics will be used for the realization of all assigned projects. The fundamental concepts of 
the manipulation of the images are also taught to complete the same projects. In consideration 
of the great importance that advertising has in this course, student projects address 
communication issues, exploring the principal media and investigating ways of working with 
different targets. Curiosity and an inclination for research are the essential characteristics of 
students interested in this course. Students must be familiar with the computer environment. 
Professional printing skills are developed in a commercial printing center. 

History of Italian Fashion at LdM Florence: This course introduces students to the main 
historical styles, concepts, and definitions of fashion and fashion design throughout the history 
of Italian fashion, from its beginning to the present time. Italian fashion will be studied in 
context, using historical documents and other materials to illustrate relevant time periods, 
styles, or techniques. We will focus on the lives and careers of some of the most significant 
Italian designers, including Schiaparelli, Ferragamo, Fontana, Capucci, Valentino, Pucci, 
Armani, Versace, Dolce & Gabbana, Prada, Gucci, and Cavalli. We will also give special 
emphasis on the rise of Italian fashion in Florence in the 50. 

Screenwriting at FSU London: Look at how to find that initial spark for your story, how to use 
genre to your advantage and how to develop strong characters with authentic voices.  We’ll 
cover some of those screenwriting gurus and identify elements that work for your own personal 
style. We’ll also look analytically at great scripts and unpick what it is that makes them tick. By 
the end of the course you’ll have a working knowledge of how to write a screenplay using 
story, structure and character. As well as an ability to package your own work. Including: 
developing a logline, writing a treatment, crafting a screenplay and  delivering a verbal pitch.  

Social Media for Fashion at University of the Arts London: In this unit you will examine the 
evolution of various social media platforms to gain a comprehensive understanding of their 
current impact and evolving potential. You will then use this research to inform the building of 
your own personal social media campaign. Case studies including cultural institutions, fashion 
brands, cultural movements and individuals in the cultural sector will inform the approach to 
evolving your own personal project. Though intuitive and reactive activity fuels the progression 



of social media, strategic decision making and constant evaluation to generate meaningful 
analytics are key working methods covered in this unit. Market awareness, consumer habit, 
trend anticipation and market saturation need to be recognised so that they can be avoided or 
exploited in the creation of your own distinct and engaging voice. 

Visual Communication for Fashion at University of the Arts London: In this unit you will learn the 
principles behind creating mood boards and examine situations where they can be used 
effectively. This will include exploring typography, imagery, colour, texture, layout, 
composition, style and basic graphic design. You will be working both physically and digitally 
combining traditional image making techniques such as collage and sketching with digital 
media resources. Combining found images and your own photography will be a key element 
with an emphasis on learning effective ways of using a camera. As a vital communication tool, 
photography is used across the fashion industry, often on mood boards and social media. It is 
an effective way of introducing self-generated content into a presentation to communicate your 
own unique vision.There is a photography element within this unit, which will investigate a 
range of technical and creative approaches, including composition, perspective, light, colour, 
depth of field, movement, capturing the moment, and expressing a mood. 

Voice for Performance at FSU London: The course is designed to teach the fundamentals of the 
voice and the spoken word for performance. It teaches the craft of connecting the body breath 
and voice without restrictive habits or tension. Students will gain in-depth knowledge of how 
the voice works, learning and working through exercises to establish a reliable vocal technique. 
It will address what it is to be fully present using Patsy Rodenburg’s three circles of 
concentration and to understand that this energy is at the core to embodying our own 
presence and power. They will learn to engage with language with an ever increasing readiness 
to speak, owning the words and connecting the breath to the thought and the thought to the 
word simultaneously. The student will work on various poetic and dramatic texts during the 
course. The texts will be chosen by the tutor.  

Please note some classes have prerequisites and might require minimum enrollments; please 
choose backups where available. Each course title is linked to their respective syllabus. 

International 
University 

Country  Virtual Start 
Date 

Virtual End 
Date 

US semester 
credits per 

class 

Type of 
Virtual 

Instruction 

Universidad 
Veritas 

Costa Rica  Sept 28, 2020  Dec 17, 2020  3-4  Recorded 
and live 
classes  

LdM Florence  Italy  Sept 14, 2020  Dec 11, 2020  3  Live classes 

FSU London  England  Sept 9, 2020  Dec 4, 2020  3  Live classes 

University of 
the Arts 
London 

England   Sept 21, 2020  Dec 18, 2020  3  Live classes 




