
Exploring the Art World 
(Dance, Art History, Film, Photography, Music) 

Fall 2020 

Are you a recent high school graduate who is thinking of taking a gap year, or a gap semester, 
before starting your college career? Want to explore a professional pathway in the arts, like 
drawing, dance, design, art history, photography or music? 

Take a virtual class - or 2, or 3, or 4 - from some of our top foreign universities with other 
international and local students, in English. All classes listed here are taught at the introductory 
levels with no prerequisites.  

Hoping to be able to combine international travel with a purpose? Put the experience in 
experiential learning with a specially-designed international excursion in January or March 
2021.   

Consider combining your academic coursework with a practical, team-based learning approach 
of an API Innovation or Community Engagement Lab or with an opportunity to gain important 
professional skills with a Gap Virtual Global Internship. Our team has identified and tagged 
particular courses listed below that pair well well with these opportunities. 

Popular classes to choose from include: 

● Cultural Photography
● Film Nations: Spain and US
● Spanish Art
● Irish Folklore
● Irish Traditional Music
● Nobel Prizes in Spain and Latin America

Remember, this is just a small sample of the virtual courses available—talk with an API advisor 
for help building your perfect track or finding the right course! You can also mix and match 
courses between the different tracks or combine with an internship or lab to build your perfect 
semester. 

POPULAR COURSES 

Art Fundamentals, Theory and Practice at Universidad Veritas: This is course is designed for the 
beginner to help the student find personal meaning in works of art and develop a better 

https://apiabroad.com/virtual/virtual/innovation-lab/
https://apiabroad.com/virtual/virtual/community-engagement-lab/
https://apiabroad.com/virtual/virtual/gap-virtual-global-internship/
https://downloads.apiabroad.com/syllabi/Global%20Select%20Program/ART%202100%20%20%20ART%20FUNDAMENTALS.pdf


understanding of the nature and validity of art as visual and space language (line, shape, 
volume, light, space, time, motion, color, and texture). This means that you will learn about the 
essentials of art through experience and experimentation. Through determination and an open 
mind, you will increase your creativity and discover more interesting ways to understand and 
judge the visual arts. Emphasis is on the diversity of form and content in artwork. With 
willingness to work and an open mind, your experiences in this class will be memorable in a 
positive way. Upon completion, students should understand the basics of art materials used 
and have a basic overview of the history of art and how art represents its society, especially, 
Latin American culture. Students will learn what art history from different cultures looks like and 
what it represents through the diverse visual culture conventions and the ability to discuss the 
relationship of cultures to their art. Besides, learning the different ways art is used for 
representation of objects, spaces, ideas, and emotions. Note - would pair well with an API 
Virtual Internship. 

Cultural Photography at Universidad Veritas: The basic functions of a camera are studied in 
order to have an efficient control when taking a photograph in any scenario,  emphasizing on 
the topics related to cultural heritage, both material and immaterial. In addition, students 
analyze photography from a comprehensive perspective, beyond the ocularcentric range with 
which photography had been studied in the past, by means of exercises willing to increase 
their ability to recognize what surrounds them using other senses (smell, touch, taste and 
auditory). This is an elective course, its nature is theoretical and practical and responds 
according to the professional profile to the following question: How to capture an image in a 
social context that achieves, in addition to documenting a fact, eliciting an emotional reaction 
in the viewer? Note - would pair well with the API Community Engagement Lab! 

Film Nations: Comparative Perspectives on US and Spanish Cinema at Universidad Pablo de 
Olavide: This course is aimed at establishing the points of convergence and divergence 
between the history, aesthetics, and social significance of film production in Spain and the 
United States. It will address issues such as the political economy of American vs. Spanish 
cinema, film as a social and cultural indicator, audience reception and Spanish and American 
cinema at the crossroads with other arts and cultural discourses. The course includes in-class 
lectures and screenings, film discussions, written assignments and exams, and a field research 
(*small group work) on a topic to be discussed with your professor. Note - Consider an optional 
excursion to Spain in January or March with API! 

Spanish Art at Universidad de Salamanca (Band 1 Pricing): With this course, students learn the 
main periods and trends of the Spanish art through History. During the course, students 
analyze the most important art works (paintings, sculptures and architecture) of the Spanish 
Heritage. Note - Consider an optional excursion to Spain in January or March with API! 

Irish Folklore at University of Limerick: Myths and legends have been a part of Irish culture and 
folklore since the very beginning. Irish legends are many and have long inspired a nation of 

https://downloads.apiabroad.com/syllabi/Virtual%20Veritas/PHOT%202130%20Cultural%20Photo%202018.pdf
https://www.upo.es/intl/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ART-SPAN-333E.pdf
https://downloads.apistudyabroad.com/PDFs/Syllabi/Spain/Semester/Salamanca/Language%20&%20Culture/www%20all%20levels/ART%20HISTORY-%20INT,%20ADV,%20SUP.pdf


gifted storytellers. Irish storytelling has been a staple of our culture since the dawn of time, with 
songs, tales, and limericks spreading the world as the Irish emigrated. As such an introduction 
to Irish folklore offers special reference to story-telling and narrative genres; indigenous and 
international tale-types in Ireland and traditional custom and belief, including calendar 
customs. Ancient festivals such as Halloween and St. Patrick’s day are now celebrated around 
the globe thanks to the Irish! Note - Consider an optional excursion to Ireland in January or 
March with API! 

Irish Traditional Music at University of Limerick: This module is an introduction to the growing 
field of traditional music and dance studies and will give the student an overview of some of 
the important features of these traditions.  Students will engage this culture academically 
through lectures that will espouse historical, ethnographic, cultural studies and 
ethnomusicological / ethnoarchaeological approaches to the area.  Most importantly students 
will have the opportunity to learn aspects of the tradition through online workshops in 
tin-whistle, Irish dance and song.  No experience or musical literacy is required (but if you 
perform at a more developed level, we will facilitate you).  Assessment will be by essay and 
seen, online examination – there is no requirement for a music and dance recital exam! Note - 
would pair well with the API Community Engagement Lab! 

Nobel Prizes in Spanish and Latin American Literatures at Universidad Pablo de Olavide: The 
Nobel Prize in literature has recognized the works of men and women from many different 
languages and cultures. However, its history is one of controversy: major authors have been 
ignored by the Swedish Academy. The aim of this course is to analyze the life and the works of 
the Spanish and Latin American Literature Nobel Prize Winners and the reasons for the 
Academy’s choices.  The study will be carried out from a critical and comparative perspective 
within a historical and literary context. The Generation of 1927, Post-Spanish Civil War narrative 
or Magical Realism among other great literary tendencies will be included. Note - Consider an 
optional excursion to Spain or Argentina in January or March with API! 
 
Modern Art and Architecture in Spanish Cities at Universidad Nebrija: This course is an 
introduction to modern architecture through the study of great buildings and city development 
in Spain, mainly Madrid and Barcelona. Based on a framework of knowledge about the 
development of modern world architecture, focussing on outstanding architects and works 
from the last few decades of the 19th century to the present. Particular emphasis will be placed 
on the works of Gaudí, Saenz de Oiza, Moneo and Calatrava, and other projects built by 
famous European and American architects. 

 

 

https://www.upo.es/intl/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/LIT-367E.pdf
https://downloads.apiabroad.com/syllabi/CH3261%20Modern%20Art.pdf


 

International 
University 

Country  Virtual Start 
Date 

Virtual End 
Date 

US semester 
credits per 

class 

Type of 
Virtual 

Instruction 

Universidad 
de Salamanca 

Spain  Sept 28, 2020  Dec 15, 2020  3  Live classes, 
Spanish time 
zone 

Universidad 
Veritas 

Costa Rica  Sept 28, 2020  Dec 17, 2020  3-4  Recorded 
and live 
classes  

Universidad 
Pablo de 
Olavide 

Spain  Sept 28, 2020  Dec 17, 2020  3   Recorded 
and live 
classes 

International 
Center for 
Development 
Studies (ICDS) 

Costa Rica  Sept 9, 2020  Dec 4, 2020  3  Live classes 
 
 
 

University of 
Limerick 

Ireland  Sept 28, 2020  Dec 18, 2020  3  Live and 
recorded 
classes 

Universidad 
Nebrija 

Spain  Sept 24, 2020  Dec 18, 2020 
 

3  Recorded 
and live 
classes 

 


