
	

	

 

 
Course Title: The business of fashion 
PP_APFM 2701_PC1_Antoniadis_Summer19 
CRN 1002 
                    
Semester: Summer 2019 
Days/Times: Monday to Friday, 9am – 11:40am 
Room #: 502 
Location: 45, rue Saint-Roch, 75001 Paris, France  
 
 
 
Course Description  
This course is an introduction to the fashion system and its overall functioning dynamics (structure, 
management, strategies). Students will explore the main relationships between design, production, 
innovation and marketing. The course also provides an overview of the Parisian high-end fashion scene 
and its key actors, from talents to retailers. Through the visits to Paris luxury stores and key players, 
students will gain an overall understanding of today’s fashion business. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

● Understand the basic elements, categories and strategies that define and drive 
the contemporary world of the fashion industry and business 

● Acquire and assimilate business terminology relevant to a career in the fashion 
industry 

● Explore the multifaceted roles of fashion managers, designers, buyers, merchan-
disers etc. in the current business environment  

● Work on analytical skills through research and through individual and group 
class presentation  

 
 
 
 
Skill/ Competency Acquisition 

● Develop analytical skills  
● Practice research methods and sources in order to present findings in a variety 

of formats, visually, verbally and written 
● Self-select, reflect on individual choices and manage time effectively. 

 
 
Deliverables 
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● Conduct relevant research and provide case studies when required. 
● Engage in class discussions and provide feedback to peers. 
● In-class presentation. 
● Read assignment in preparation for next sessions lecture & class  

 
Course Outline 
This is a tentative schedule as pace and content may change: 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 1 Meet the Fashion Business 
Topic covered : Introduction to the Business of Fashion 
Topic covered : Brand Identity & Value Drivers 
Topic covered : Global Markets Identity: France vs Italy 
Topic covered : On-site Visit 
Topic covered : Research Seminar 
  
WEEK 2 Focus on the French Fashion Business 
Topic covered : Fashion retail-spaces 
Topic covered : On-site Visit 
Topic covered : On-site-meeting on Creativity & Design Management 
Topic covered : Research Seminar 
  
WEEK 3 Tools for Growth and Image Building 
Topic covered : On-site-meeting on Marketing Strategies 
Topic covered : Image management : PR, Modeling Celebrities 
Topic covered : Press and Communication Business 
Topic covered : Research Seminar 
Topic covered : Group Presentation & Conclusion 

 

 
 
Grading and Evaluation 
 
Students’ ability to meet the course’s learning outcomes will be 
evaluated based on the following criteria:  
 
● WEEKLY Readings/assignment in preparation for next sessions lecture & class 20% 
● Midterm paper 20%  
● 1 Final Research paper/presentation 30% 
● Class participation and engagement in class activities 30% 



	

	

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Grading Standards 
 
A  [4.0; 96–100%] 
Work of exceptional quality, which often goes beyond the stated goals of the course 
  
A- [3.7; 91 –95%] 
Work of very high quality 
  
B+ [3.3; 86–90%] 
Work of high quality that indicates substantially higher than average abilities 
  
B  [3.0; 81–85%] 
Very good work that satisfies the goals of the course 
  
B- [2.7; 76–80%] 
Good work 
  
C+ [2.3; 71–75%] 
Above-average work 
  
C  [2.0; 66–70%] 
Average work that indicates an understanding of the course material; passable 
Satisfactory completion of a course is considered to be a grade of C or higher. 
  
C- [1.7; 61–65%] 
Passing work but below good academic standing 
  
D  [1.0; 46–60%] 
Below-average work that indicates a student does not fully understand the assignments; 
Probation level though passing for credit 
  
F  [0.0; 0–45%] 
Failure, no credit 
  
Grade of W 
The grade of W may be issued by The New School’s Office of the Registrar to a student who officially 
withdraws from a course within the applicable deadline. There is no academic penalty, but the grade 
will appear on the student transcript. 



	

	

 

  
Grade of Z 
The grade of Z is issued by an instructor to a student who has not attended or not completed all re-
quired work in a course but did not officially withdraw before the withdrawal deadline. It differs 
from an “F,” which would indicate that the student technically completed requirements but that the 
level of work did not qualify for a passing grade. The Z grade does not calculate into the GPA. 
  
Grades of Incomplete 
The grade of I, or temporary incomplete, may be granted to a student under unusual and extenuat-
ing circumstances, such as when the student’s academic life is interrupted by a medical or personal 
emergency. This mark is not given automatically but only upon the student’s request and at the dis-
cretion of the instructor. A Request for Incomplete form must be completed and signed by student 
and instructor. The time allowed for completion of the work and removal of the “I” mark will be set 
by the instructor. 
 
Work must be completed no later than the seventh week of the following fall semester for spring or 
summer term incompletes and no later than the seventh week of the following spring semester for 
fall term incompletes. Grades of “I” not revised in the prescribed time will be recorded as a final 
grade of “F” by The New School’s Office of the Registrar. 
 
Program and Class Policies  
  
● Responsibility 
Students are responsible for all assignments, even if they are absent.  Late assignments, failure to 
complete the assignments for class discussion and/or critique, and lack of preparedness for in-class 
discussions, presentations and/or critiques will jeopardize your successful completion of this course.  
  
● Participation 
Class participation is an essential part of class and includes: keeping up with reading, assignments, 
projects, contributing meaningfully to class discussions, active participation in group work, and com-
ing to class regularly and on time.  
  
● Use of computer 
You are strongly encouraged to take notes on paper/notebook.  
 
 
● Attendance 
Attendance at all class sessions is mandatory. Each class day consists of one session, a morning or an 
afternoon. After two absences, students will be required to meet with an academic advisor and will 
receive an academic warning. After three absences, students may fail the course.  
Independent work to be completed outside of class is assigned each day and is an important part of 
the program. Students who do not meet the program requirements may be asked to leave the pro-
gram.  
No refund will be issued, and program housing must be vacated immediately. If a student is over 20 
minutes late, they are tardy. Two tardies is the equivalent of one absence. 



	

	

 

 
● Canvas 
Use of the Canvas online learning management system may be an important resource for this class. 
Students should check it for announcements before coming to class each week.  
  
● Delays 
In rare instances, I may be delayed arriving to class.  If I have not arrived by the time class is sched-
uled to start, you must wait a minimum of thirty minutes for my arrival.  In the event that I will miss 
class entirely, a sign will be posted at the classroom indicating your assignment for the next class 
meeting. 
  
● Academic Integrity 
This is The New School’s Statement on Academic Integrity: “Plagiarism and cheating of any kind in 
the course of academic work will not be tolerated.  Academic honesty includes accurate use of quo-
tations, as well as appropriate and explicit citation of sources in instances of paraphrasing and de-
scribing ideas, or reporting on research findings or any aspect of the work of others (including that of 
instructors and other students).  These standards of academic honesty and citation of sources apply 
to all forms of academic work (examinations, essays, theses, computer work, art and design work, 
oral presentations, and other projects).” 
  
It is the responsibility of students to learn the procedures specific to their discipline for correctly and 
appropriately differentiating their own work from that of others.  Compromising your academic in-
tegrity may lead to serious consequences, including (but not limited to) one or more of the follow-
ing: failure of the assignment, failure of the course, academic warning, disciplinary probation, sus-
pension from the university, or dismissal from the university.  
  
Every student at Parsons signs an Academic Integrity Statement as a part of the registration process.  
Thus, you are held responsible for being familiar with, understanding, adhering to and upholding the 
spirit and standards of academic integrity as set forth by the Parsons Student Handbook. 
  
Guidelines for Written Assignments 
Plagiarism is the use of another person's words or ideas in any academic work using books, journals, 
internet postings, or other student papers without proper acknowledgment. For further information 
on proper acknowledgment and plagiarism, including expectations for paraphrasing source material 
and proper forms of citation in research and writing, students should consult the Chicago Manual of 
Style (cf. Turabian, 6th edition). The University Writing Center also provides useful on-line resources 
to help students understand and avoid plagiarism.  
  
Students must receive prior permission from instructors to submit the same or substantially overlap-
ping material for two different assignments.  Submission of the same work for two assignments 
without the prior permission of instructors is plagiarism. 
  
● Student Disability Services 
 



	

	

 

Students Disability Services (SDS) assists students with disabilities in need of academic and program-
matic accommodations as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 
504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  
 
In keeping with the university's policy of providing equal access for students with disabilities, any 
student with a disability who needs academic accommodations must contact Fabienne Maitre in the 
Office of Student Success (located in room 200 in the 45, rue St. Roch, Paris 75001 building), in order 
to start the process with Student Disability Services (SDS), based in New York. SDS will conduct an 
intake and, if appropriate, you will be provided an academic accommodation notice for you to bring 
to me. This letter is necessary in order for classroom accommodations to be provided. Once you pro-
vide me with this letter, we will have a private discussion about the accommodations in relation to 
this course.  
  
 
 


