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Course Structure:  

 

Course Title: Ethics, Strategic Csr And Sustainable Finance 

Department: Finance 

Target: Master Level 

 

Pre-requisites: None 

Objectives:  

This course seeks to train students with general knowledge in ethics, strategic corporate social responsibility (CSR) and sustainability, 

focussing in particular on finance and the challenges that companies face at local and global levels. Financial markets play a role of 

unprecedent importance in today’s globalized economy. Not only are the highest ethical standards therefore required from finance 

professionals but by considering environmental and social impact in investment analysis, finance has the capacity to allocate financial 

resources to more environmentally and socially sustainable products and services. The aim is also to enable students to know and be able 

to discuss the main perspectives and their evolution of the concepts addressed, to critically evaluate and comment on specific problems 

and cases, while seeking creative solutions related to these crucial issues today. 

At the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Identify and rationally debate ethical issues in management in general and in finance in particular 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the scope of strategic CSR and sustainability issues 

• Recognize that multiple, often conflicting, viewpoints and trade-offs exist around strategic CSR and sustainability issues 

• Critically analyze ethical and sustainable finance  

• Analyzing environmental and social impact and its integration in investment analysis 

• Develop a critical and sophisticated understanding of the complex issues confronting global and local leaders. 
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Programme:  

S1. Basic Terminology 

S2. Philosophy of ethics, psychological underpinnings of ethical decision making 

S3. Sustainability, Circular Economy and the Sustainable Development Goals 

S4. Strategic Corporate Social Responsibility 

S5. Ethical and sustainable finance and impact investing 

S6. The Future: our role and commitment 

Assessment: 

- Exam (50%) 

- Group Assignments (50%) 

For approval: Weighted average of 10 or more, with the average of each component of 8 points. Minimum attendance of 2/3 of the classes. 

Teaching Method: 

The pedagogical method emphasizes active and interactive learning, including a play-based methodology where learning will be made 

through playing tools and methods. This will help creating self-awareness, engaging students, and stimulating creativity. The teaching-

learning methodologies aim at the development of the students, promoting autonomy in the search for solutions to identified problems. 
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